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BOHEMIAN BRETHREN. A sect which sprang up in Bohemia in the year 1467. In 1503 they were accused by the Catholics to King Ladislaus II. who published an edict against them, forbidding them to hold any meetings, either privately or publicly. When Luther declared himself against the Church of Rome, the Bohemian brethren endeavoured to join his party. At first, that reformer showed a great aversion to them ; but, the Bohemians sending their deputies to him in 1535, with a full account of their doctrines, he acknowledged that they were a society of Christians whose doctrine came nearest to the purity of the Gospel. This sect published another confession of faith in 1535, in which they renounced anabaptism, which they at first professed ; upon which an union was concluded with the Lutherans, and afterwards with the Zuinglians, whose opinions from thenceforth they continued to follow.
BOWING AT THE NAME OF JESUS. It is enjoined by the eighteenth Canon of the Constitutions of the Church of England, that "When in time of divine service the LORD JESUS shall be mentioned, due and lowly reverence shall be done by all persons present, as it hath been accustomed ; testifying by these outward ceremonies and gestures, their inward humility, Christian resolution, and due acknowledgment that the LORD JESUS CHRIST, the true eternal SON or GOD, is the only SAVIOUR of the world, in whom alone all the' mercies, graces, and promises of Goi) to mankind, for this life, and the life to come, are fully and wholly comprised." We do not bow when our LORD is spoken of as CHRIST : for when we speak of him as the CHRIST we speak of his office, the Anointed, the Prophet, Priest, and King of our race, which implies his divine nature. But JESUS is the name of his humanity, the name he was known by, as man: whenever, therefore, we pronounce that name, we bow, to signify that HE who for our sakes became man, is also GOD. It is curious to observe the superstitious obstinacy (for it is difficult to give it any other name) with which many well meaning persons refuse their compliance with this scriptural direction of our Church. There are many who decently bow when this holy name occurs in the Creed, but think it rank Popery to make their obeisance when it